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US, Rep. Rick Boucher, D-Va,, prepares to ‘light up’ Wise County’s fiber-optic ‘backbone’ Monday as
Sunsel Digital Vice President Ryan Elswick, state Sen. Phillip Puckett, D-Lebanon, and Delegate
Terry Kilgore (lefl to right) look on at the Lonesome Pine Regional Business & Technology Park,

Wise County ‘lights up’
fiber-optic backbone

B Boucher wid the region’s felecommuni-
cations infrastrudune combined with low energy
and land costs will help atiract high-tech jobs.

By STEFHEN IGO0
simoEtimesneys et

WISE — Investing tobaceo settlement dollars
into technology infrastructure is already showing
returns in Southwest Virginia, and the region's
economic future received yet another boost with
completion of a fiberoplic “backbone™ in Wise
County, officials at the Lonesome Pine Regional
Business & Technology Park said Monday,

US. Rep. Rick Boucher, D-Va, said deploy-
ment of fiber-optic networks using a combination
of federal amd state tobacso settlement funds is
already showing returns in the form of 1,220 jobs
acToss the seven coal-producing counties, with
miore than 550 million in new private investment
and 37 million in annual payrolls. Expansions
by technology giants OGI and Northrop Grum-
man in Russell County account for the bulk of the
investments and about 750 of those jobs, which
average SO0 each on the annual payroll seale.

A "lighting up” ceremony took place at the
county’s technology ghell building, which now
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boises & compancnt of Verizon
and space for new  tensnts
Boucher =aid thats what the
decade-long effort to build a
fiber-optic infrastructuno from
Lew County to Tazewell Coundy
i% all abwoan, attrecting technolo-
v business and building o new
eronamie base for the region.

Mo rural anen in America con
boast a telecommunications in-
frastraclene a5 can Southwest
Wirginia, Bowcher sabd The 1.5,
Department of Commerces
Economic Development Admin-
istration provided S48 million
{o help insdall the still-prowing
20-mile network aeross the seyv-
o cotinties, and the Virginda To-
baeco Commissian has imvested
$5.2 million to date

When construction is com-
pleted in late autumn, the pro-
ject will interconnect bwo exist-
ing fiber-aptic “hackbones" sere-
ing Lew and Wise counties, and
Frisel]l and Tazewell countips,
that will bring afordasde brogd-
band service to those areas.

*“There b literally no place in
rural Ameriea that can (hoasti o
fiberoptic network that we have
here,” Bogeher said,

MNow that & telecammunie-
tions infrastructure s in place,
Boucher zald low emersy costs,
low land costs and tnxes, as well
a5 o ligh cualite of life, will
prowe atiractive 1o telecommu-
nleatbons businesses like server
farms and data conbers.

“This arca becomes, [ think,
the cholee for hightech jobs”
v =aid.

State Sen. William Wampler
JE, H-Brstol, did ot atiend Mon-
day’s ceremondal “lighting up'* of
the netwark but recoived most of
ther cradit for crafting state begis-
Enticn toensure that Virginia's to-
bacco settlement dollars would
be  meinvested  intd  Lohaboo
Browing regions, namly South-
side pnd Southwest Vindnia

Detlegate Terry Kilpore, sieo
chalrman of the Tobacsa Com-
mission, and siate Sea Phillip
PreckiAt, TeLabanon, serve on the
commesien (ogether and have
besn @ part of o team to make the
sorts of investneents o localities

that pay off in the long nan with
vital elements like & [Theroptic
network, Boueher said,

Kilgore =abd the commis-
sipn's  imvestments “pay divi-
dends 10 revitalize the
coonomics of Sowlthwest and
Sotthside Virginia,” amd the
backbore  dedicated  Momnday
will al=n serve the confimsed |
growith of the Undversity ol Vir
grla's College at Wise

Puckett zaid private Invesiars
dlicln't wannd gy part of what was
seonl a5 an ambliious schome
several yoars  agn, and
Wamplers eeafling af the tobae-
o setllement legislation “was
crucia] because i helps us fo
help ourselves.” Thi bipartizan
mantm of the Southwest Vir-
ginka delegation 1o Richmond is
 poeity strong team, he said

M1 will soy amd Termy will
echo, wo'ng not through yed,”
FPucketl said, "We've gol some
thires we'd 1Eke o di, dnd wete
gol somer (lobacco sedtbement)
chollars to invest”

Wise County Baand ol Super-
visars Chairman Bonnde Shortt
said the new Aberaplic segmont
“spiaks  volumes about Wise
County becatse we arg commit-
ted to com in Uee 215t cent.

ry warld with cutting-edge tech-
Yo

Shortt snid the [beroptic
nebwork s just a tool, How we
e it will write the history of
Wise County in the future ... but
it trulky gives Wise County an of-
prortanlty to mave forward in the
25t cenbure™

Lesnovwisee. Executive Direg-
tor Hon Flanary, who earlier
this year announsad his plans o
rellre, received special praise
during Monday's ceremanies.

Flanary has  literally been
neck deep in the Aberoptic pro-
peets porces both planning dis-
tricts. Mever aftaid to gef his
hands or boots muoddy, he lhiag
actually been in ditches where
the lines have been burded, -

Boucher smid Flanary's lead-
ership “has besn spectacular”
and said Flamary was one of the
“prime moving forees” to achieve
a grovwing fber-optic network

"W woulbd not be here today.”
=aid Boucher, “if not for Fon,”
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